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charm ; and Dr. Hodgkin's many friends will be thankful to Mrs. Creighton
for the skill and judgement with which she has arranged her materials.
To some it may perhaps seem that the domestic letters are given in too
great abundance; for, beautiful as they axe, they necessarily repeat
a good deal. It might have been thought that Hodgkin's power of observa-
tion, his fondness for comparing historical sites, his keen interest in life
and action, would have come out specially in the letters and journals
written during foreign travel. But of these Mrs. Creighton has made
sparing use. It seems to have been a visit to Borne in 1870 that determined
the future course, of his Trmin historical studies (p. 82), though there is
a hint of it in the previous year (p. 100). In 1873 he proposed to write
a history of Italy from Theodosius to modern times in nine volumes (p. 101).
This vast design was actually carried out so far as the number of volumes
is concerned;x but Italy and her Invaders, the publication of which began
in 1880, stopped short at the death of Charles the Great. Mrs. Creighton
tells us that the first volume did not escape criticism, but she rightly
dwells on the way in which Hodgkin gave life and colour to a history in
many respects far remote from modern interests. She might have added
that when Yillari many years later wrote his Barbarian, Invasions of Italy
he mentioned his obligations to the works of various modern historians,
' and, above all, of Hodgkin'. Excellent as it is throughout, we think
that the chief attraction of the Life is the picture which it gives of the
Quaker society of the nineteenth century in its best form. Hodgkin,
though at first not altogether happy in his relations to the communion
in which he was born, grew to be the staunchest and most active of Friends,
and his untiring work in this capacity was that probably by which he
would have desired most of all to be judged. P.

Professor Firth's Creighton Lecture for 1917 has been published under
the title of Then and Now, or a Comparison between the War with Napoleon
and the present War (London: Macmillan, 1917). It gives an impressive
description of the dangers which surrounded "Blngianri in the early years
of the nineteenth century and of the strongly expressed distrust of govern-
ment. At the same time Mr. Firth points out how the great increase of
taxation during those years was made possible by an immense development
of manufactures and trade. The fluctuations of opinion about the war in
the peninsula are strikingly illustrated, and the importance of Wellington's
triumph in establishing' an almost universal dread of any pretended peace
with Bonaparte' (quoted from Lord Colchester's Diary) is given full
emphasis. Our ancestors, Mr. Firth says,' were tried by fiercer extremes
of good and evil fortune than we have known, the burdens and perils
which we have borne for three years they endured for seven times as many,
and did not lay down their arms until they had attained the ends they
fought for.' Q.

A series of lectures on The Constitution of Canada in its History and
Practical Working (New Haven : University Press ; London : Humphrey

1 They are nominally eight, but voL i in the second edition was expanded into two
substantial 'parts'.
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